PROGRESS AS CREATED BY HISTORICAL THINKING 331
not out of our animal nature but out of our social institutions,
and these are historical things, which create moral problems
only in so far as they are already the expression of moral ideals,
A man who asks himself whether he ought to take voluntary
part in his country's war is not struggling with personal fear;
he is involved in a conflict between the moral forces embodied
in the institution of the State, and those embodied not merely
in the ideal, but in the equally actual reality, of international
peace and intercourse. Similarly the problem of divorce arises
not out of the whims of sexual desire, but out of an unresolved
conflict between the moral ideal of monogamy and the moral
evils which that ideal, rigidly applied, brings in its train. To
solve the problem of war or of divorce is only possible by devis-
ing new institutions which shall recognize in full the moral
claims recognized by the State or by monogamy, and shall
satisfy these claims without leaving unsatisfied the further
claims to which, in historical fact, the old institutions have
given rise.

The same double aspect appears in the economic life. So far
as that consists in finding from moment to moment the means
of satisfying demands which spring not from our historical
environment but from our nature as animals with certain
desires, there can be no progress in it; that would be a progress
in happiness or comfort or satisfaction, which we have seen to
be impossible. But not all our demands are for the satisfaction
of animal desires. The demand for investments in which I can
put my savings to support me in old age is not an animal desire;
it arises out of an individualistic economic system in which the
old are supported neither statutorily by the State nor customarily
by their families, but by the fruits of their own labour, and in
which capital commands a certain rate of interest. That system
has solved a good many problems, and therein lies its economic
value; but it gives rise to a good many others which as yet it
has failed to solve. A better economic system, one whose sub-
stitution for this would be a progress, would continue to solve
the same problems which are solved by individualist capitalism,
and solve these others as welL

The same considerations apply to politics and law, and I need
not work out the application in detail. In science, philosophy,
and religion the conditions are rather different, Here, unless I